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The Story

. Revelation of the Source of the Moor
7+ Hoax Only Added Prestige to

T

r

the Penny Paper

This is the third of a series of articles narrating the history of THE
NEW YORK SUN and giving a vital, intimate view of New York life

and journalism during more than eighty eventful years.

told of the founding

world.

The first article

of the paper by Benjamin H. Day in September,
1833, and of its rapid rise to success.

—

The second began the account of |
. the memorable mooa hoax, which made THE SUN famous all over the

- By FRANK M. O'BRIEN.

ERHAI'S the pretended msthod
of measuring lunar mountains

"P

was not interesting to laymen, | David H

noscrile
He und
afternoan

for the Journal of Commerce,
Locke wern friends, One
Gerard Hallock, who waa
ale's partner in the proprietor-

but it may have been the cause of N | <y, of the Journd! of Commercw,
/ intellectual tumult ot Yale. At all'calicd IMinn to his offive and told him

events, a deputation from that college

hurrled to the steamboat and came to
New York to sec the wonderful sup-
plement. The collegiuns saw Mr. Day
and voiced their desire,

“Burely,’ he replled, “you do not
doubt that we have the supplement in
our possession? [ suppose the muaga-
gine is somewheres upstairs, but 1

, consider it almost nn insult that you
~-mhould ask to see 1"

On their way out the Tals men
heard, perhaps from the “devil” that
ome Locke was |nterested !n the mat-
ter of the moon, that he had handled

“the supplement und that he was to be,

his cigar and gazing across Clty Llajl
Purk. They advanced upon him, and
" he. less brusk than Mr, Day, told the
solentific pulgrims that the supple-
ment vw.s in the hands of a printer
tn Willium street, giving the namd and
nddress.
Yale Men Shuuted Away,

An the Yale men disappeared in the
. direction of the printery Locke started
» for the same goal and more rapidly.
YWhen the Yalensians sgrrived the
f printer, primed by Locke, told them
‘‘that the preclous pamphlet had just
bean sent to another ghop, where cer-
‘fain proofreading was to be done, And
““up they went from post to plllar until
g: hour came for thelr return to New
w s Haven. It would not do to linger in
« New York, for I'rofs. Denlson Olmsted
and Elias Loomis were that very day
wetting thelr frst peep at Halley's
+ 'comet, about to make the regular ap-
Spearunce with which §t favors the
earth every seventy-six years.
¢ *"Hut Yale was not the only part
of intellectual New England to be
deeply interested in the moon and Its
bat-men, The Gazctte of Hampshire,
o ; Mass, Insisted that Edward Ewverett,
who was then running for Governor,
had thesa astronomical discoveriea In
ssmind when he declared that “we know
not how soon the mind, in (ta re-
1+ '@eprches into the lahyrinth of nature,
would grasp some clue which would
“*“Yond to a new universe and change
.the aspect af the world”
Harriet Martinean, who was tour-
« +dng Amerlea at the time, wrote in her
Haketches of Western Travel" that
the ladles of Springfeld, Mass, sub-
soribed to a fund to rend missionaries
"o the henighted luminary. When The
,lr.v nrticles reached Parls they were
... pt once translated into [|lustrated
» ppamphlets, and the caricaturista of
Paris newspapers drew pictures of the
man-bats golng through the streets
« rginging YAu Clair de la Lune” TLon-
vagon, Edinburgh and Glasgow made
haste to |ssue editions of the work,

-

Herschel Unaware of Tale.

Meanwlille, of course, Sir John
Herschel was busy with his telescope
at the Cape, all unaware of his ex-
panded fameo (n the North, Culeb
Weeks of Jumniea, Long Islund, the
Adam Foropaugh of his day, was sel-

“$ng out for South Africa to pet n
xpupnly of girnfles for hia menagorle,
and he had the honor of laylng In the
great astronomer's hound a elean copy
of the pamphlet T way that Sir

« dohn was amazed at Tug BUNE on-
®erprise would be putting it ity
W hen he had rend the story throueh

., he went to Calel Waooks und sald that
hee was overcome: that hie never could
hopa 1o llhve up to the famie thnt had
been Lwaped upon hin.

I New York, monnwhile
Adnma Lo Ke had spilled the

" Mhera wos i reporter named

iehinrd
TR
Hinn,

poen at the foot of the stairs, smoking | Lovke.

l

to 2et cxirn copiers nf THE Brx cone

tuining the moon story, as the Journal |

had decided, in justice to its readers,
that It must reprint it

Perhaps at 'M'ug Svy office, perhaps
in the taproom of the Whashington
Hotel, Finn met Locke, and they went
socially about 1o public places. Finn
told Locke of the work on which he
was engaged, and sadd that, as the
moon story was alrendy belng put into
type ot the Journal office, It was lkely
that it would be printed on the mor-
row.

The Author Confesses.

“Don't print 1t right away.”

“T wmrote It myself.™
The next day the Journal, instead of

haing silently grateful for the warning,

said

denounced the alleged discoveries ns
n hoax Mr. Bennett, who by this
time had the Herald once more in run-

ing order, not only crled “"Hoax!"™
but named Locke as the autlior,

I'robably Locke wis glaf that the
susapense wns nver, He |s sald to have
told a friend that he had not intended
the story as a hoax, but as satire.

"It 13 quite evident,” he sald, as
he saw the whole country take the
marvellous narrative seriously, “that
it 18 an abortive satire, and 1 am the
best sclf-hoaxed man in the whole
community.”

But whl'e Tum Hrx's rivals de-
nounced the hoax, THE BuN was not
qulck to admit that it had gulled not
only {ts own readers but almost all
the meientific world, Barring the cas-
uil econversation between Locke and
Finn, there wus no evidence plaln
enoupgh to convince the layman that
it was a hoax. Tuep Burwyx fenced
Hehtly and skilfully with all contro-
verters. On September 16, more than
two weeks after the conclusion of
the story, it printed a logg editorfal
article on the subject of the authen-
tieity of the discoveries. mentioning
the widesproad Interest that hud been
displayed in them*

Most of those whe Incredulously re-
gard the whols narrative as a hoax are
geterously enthusiastic In panegyrizing
ot only what they are pleased 1o denome-
inate It Ingenulty and tulent, but also
ity useful eoffect In diverting the puyllc
mind for & while from that bitter apple
of disgord, the abolition of alavery, which
etill vnhappily threatens to turn the
mllk of human kindnesa into rancorous
gull, That the astromgmical discoveries
have had this effect Is obvious from our
exchingsd papers Who knows, there-
fore, whether thass discoveriea in the
moon, with the vislons of the blisaful
harmony of her Inhabitanta which they
hwave revealed, may not have haa the
effect of reproving the discords of a
eountry which might be happy as &
piradise, wWhich has wvalleys not less
lovely than thoses aof the Ruby Cologseim.

which has not inferior facllition for
woclal Intercourse to those possessed by

the vespertiliones homines, or any nlhar]

hamtnes whatever?
Seen as a fatire,

Some oersons of 1ttle falth bdut great
good natiure, who conalder the “moon
story "

g the same;
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ARTPORD=PASIAGE |1 DULLAR.
Trrovog sy Daviieny.

This celebrated wonder of science was con-
structed by Sir W. llersehel, in his grounds at
Siough, near Windsor. Its proportions were
prodiglous. The length of the tube is 3D feet
four jaches ; it measures 4 feet 10 inches in di-
ameter, and cvery part of it is of rolled or sheet
iron, which bas beea joined togethier without ri-
vits, by 8 kind of seaming well known to those
who make iron fisnels (or stoves. The concave

HERSCHEL'S FORTY FEET TELESCOPE.

foet three inches broad st the bottom, and one

foot two inches at the top, and are eapped with : SUN INITS EARLY
ing stones, about three Inclies thick, snd PARMERE, (st PAYS AND WAS LATER.

= b rters brosd. The bettom 1819 -1869, TURIFF OF NEW YORK AND

twelve and three quarters I ! b S == 4 WELL ANOWN PULANTIONT

T

WHO SOLD THE

frume of the whole rests upon these two walle
by twenty concentric rollers, and is movable wp-
on @ pivot, which gives a horisontal motion (o

the whole apparatus, 8s well as to the telescope.
|Cubinet of Curinsities.

| —-—
F

faceof the g

t mirror is forty-eight inches of
jagjeter .1

the genuinencss of the exiraclts from
tha Edlnburgh Jowrnal of Science with
which a gentieman connected with our
oMl furnished us nag “from a medical
gentleman immedlataly from Seotland

Certaln correspondents have been urg-
Ing us to come out and confesa the whaole
to Lbe a lLoax, but thia we can by no
means do until we have the teatimony
of the English or Sootch papers to cor-
roborate such a declaration, In the
meéantime et avery reader of the acoount
examine it and enjoy his own opinion.
Many Intelligent and sclentific persona
will belleve it true, and will continue
to do mn to their lilves' end. whils the
scepticism of others would not be re-
moved though they were In Dr. Her-
schel’'s observatory itself.

The Moon lloax on the Siage.

The New York showmen of that day
wera keen for novelty, and the moon
atory helped them to it. Mr. Hanning-
ton, who ran the diorama in the City
Saloon—which was not a barroom but
an amusement house—on Iroadway
opposite 8% Paul's Church, put on
“The Lunar Discoverles; a Hrilllant
Ilustration of the Bclentific Ohsrrva-
tion of the Surface of the Moon, to
Whizh Wil He Added the Reported
Lunar Observations of Sir John Her-
schel Hannington had been showing
“The Deluge” and “The Rurning of
Mascow,” but ths wondera of the mooen
proved to be far more attractive to
his patrons, ThHE Bux approved of
this moral spectacle:

Hann!ington forever and atill years af-
terward, ray we! Iis panorama of the
lunar (iscoveries, in connectlon with the
beautiful diorames, are far superior to
any other exhibition in this eountry.

Not leas popular than Hannlngton's
PANOrama wWas an extravaganza put on
by Thomas Hamblin at the Bowery
Theatre and called “Moonshine, or Lu-
nar Discoverlea” A BuUxy man went ta
reviaw it and had to stand up; but he
was patient enourh to stay, and he
wrote this about the show:

It is quite evident that Hamblin does
not believe & word of the whols story, or
he would never have taken the liberties
with it which he has. Tho wings of the
man dbats and lady bats, who are of amr
arangs color and look Bke angels In the
Jaundice, are well conirived for effect;
and the dialogue s highly witty and
pungent. Major Jack Downing's blow-

ing up & whole flock of winged lunarinmm |

with A combustihle bundls of Aholition
tracts, after vainly endeavoring o catch
& long alm at them with hia rifle, is cap-
(tal; an are alus his puns and fokes upon
the splandld seenery of the Ruby Colos.
soum.  Take It altogether, 1t in the most
amusing thing thut bas heen on these
banrds for a long time.

Thus= the moon eclipsed the regular
stars of the New York stage. Tven
Mrs, Duff, the most pathaetic Isabella
that ever appeared in “The Fatal Mar-
riage," saw her audlences thin out at
the Franklin Theatre, 8ol Smith's

"drolleries in “The Lying Valet," at the

Paurk Theatre, could not rouse the
laughter that the bhurlesque man bats
raused at the Bowery.

Poe and Locke—A Curiouns Parallel

man In  Baltimore, disap-
ecaused him to abandon one of the most
ambitious stories he had sttempted,
This was Edgar Allan 'oc, and the
gtory he dropped was “Hans *fanll."
In the spring of 1835 the Harpers
Issued un editton of 8ir John Her-

= it ia vulgarly called, an adroil | sehel's “Treatise on Astronomy,” and

flction of our own, are quite of the | Poe, who read it, was deeply Interested

aplnibn that thia was the amiable moral
which the writer had in view., Other
readoers, however, construe tha whole na
nn o eluboardie satira upon the monstroun
tabrleations af the politteal press of the
coutitey  and  the various genera and
spiwcios 0f s party editors<. In the hlue
wont with the single horn, mentioned as
it te o eonnection with tha roval arms
af Englond, many persons fancy they
perceive the ehintaeteristica of 0 notorl-
oy fopeienet I* rupervising
viitne of our largest morning
g

We confess that this llea of Intended

w e Llser
ana of

onve employed by Tug Sy but mw;l sutire soinnwhat shook our own faith in

In the chapter an the possibility of fu-
ture lunar investigations:

The thema excited my fancy, and 1
Innged to give free rein to It In deplet-
Ing my day dreamsa about the sconery of
the maor: in short, | loanged to write
wtory ombodying these dreame. The oh-
vious diMeulty, of courss, was that of
pcoounting for the nurrilor's noguaint-
anes with the satellite : ard the eguslly
abviour mode of surmounting the 4t
etilty was the supposition of an extraoes
dinary telescope

Poe spoke of this ambition to John
Pendleton Kennedy of Baltimore, al-

]

3 | dripping pltcher of
All this time there was a disap- |
of the Unicorn or of the Triads, and | pointed

SUN HAPPENED TO BE OF THE HERSCHEL TELESCOP

ready the author of “Bwallow Barn"” | tion of the telescope, mald Poe, {t'in the negative. Yet It must be
nnd later to have the honor of writ- | could

Ing, a8 the result of u lost by Thark-
eray, the fourth «hnpter of the second
volumes of “The VicgInlans" IKen-
nedy assured Poe that the miechutiles
of telescops construction were =o fixeu
that it would be Impossible to Impart
verlsimilitude to a tale bused on a
superefMclent telescupe, F'os re-
sorted to other means of bringing the
moon close to the reader’'s eve:

1 fe!ll back upon a myie half piausmbis,
haif bantering, and resolved to give
what Interest [ could to an sclual pas-
sage from the earth to the moeon, dea.

o

scribing the lJunar seenery as If sur-
veyed and personally examined by the
narrator.

Poe Thought Idea Stolen.

Poes wrote the first part of “Hans
Ptanll’” and published it {n the Bouth-
ern Literary Messenger, of which he
was then editor, at Richmond, Va
Three weeks afterwurd the drst in-
stalment of Locke's moon story np-
peared In Ture Brx Al

PERKAPS THIS 1S WHERE LOCKE GOT WIS MOON HOAX /DEA.

1

|

the moment 1

not have brought
reuver than five miles,

the moon
vet Bir John

Lovke'y Sir John—maw fNowers and and by at least one English antiquary |

drocriied the eyes aof blrds Jaocke
had azn ocean on the moon, although It
had been established beyond question
that vizible side of the moon is
itr. The most ridiculous thing aboat
the oot story, sald Poe, wis that the
narrictor deseribed the entire hodies of
man-bats, whereas i they were
ui all by an observer on tho

thn

the

nen

Bt
down, as & literary curloaity at leuast,
that it hina been belleved in Frange

of repute that the moon lhoax was
the work of a Frenchman-—-Jean
' Nfeolas Nlcollet, the astronomer,

vor, In 1794, 1rst 4 cowherd, he did
not learn to read until he was 12.
Onece at echool, his progress was rapid,
and ut 19 he became preceptor of
mathematics at Chambray., He went

Comment on the

Worldwide,. but Author Never

Great Story Was

Told of How He Conceived It

|
seen o Froneh edition, the original, and
English cditions in Ameriva, whenee the
twork ne fate Beitidn . but whether
the F h was published in America
or at I*uris T do not know. There Ia no

doubt that {1 was produced in tho United |

Bintes hy M.
once of Paris,
kiud

Abuit him 1T have heard two storles
First, thiat he fled to America with funds
not his own, and that thia ook was a

:mero device to raise the wind Hpc-

Nicollet, an nstronomer,
atid a ftugitive of some

| sutspoken man.

tlon i was so obuoxlous to the Re-

publican party that he judged it prudent |

to quit France, which he did in debt,
lenving money for Yls creditors, hit not
enough, with M, Bouvard, In America

cart!t they would manifestly appear to Parls, where in 1817 he was n.p-lh, connacted himself with an nsstirance

as {f wialking heels up and head down,

pointed mecretary-librarian of the Oh-

| afMee.  The moon =tory wns written snd

after the toshion of flles on n ceillng,  servatory, and he studied astronomy ! went ta France, chiefly with the inten-

And yet the heax, I'oe ndmlts, “was with Laplace, who refers to Nicoilet's |

upon the whole the greatest Uit in the
wiy of sensatlon—of merely popular
sensitlon—ever made by any similar
fictinn elther in America or Europe”
Whether Locke Intended It as satire
o not—a debatable point —It waw a
hoax of the first water. It decelved
more persons, and for a longer time,
thieny, oy other fake ever written:
amd, os Tue Sey pointed out, it hurt

assistance In his works., In 1823 he
wns appointesl to the Government bu-
rean of longitudes and at the sams
time was professor of mathematics In
the Cuollege of l.ouls le Grand.

Life Insarance Actuary.

He betame a master of English and
through hia kuowledge and his owm
| mathematical genius he was able to

Poe believed thut his jdea had been | nobwydy—except. perhaps, the feelings | dssemble for the usa of the French life

kidnapped:
No gooner had [ eeen the paper than

monmtent could I doubt lind been suggesisl
Ly my own Jeu d'esprit Bsome of
NUwW York Jjournais—the Transcripl
among othefs—naw the matter In the
same light, and published the moon story

e

I nf e

Dick of Dundee—and {t took

the pulilic mind away from less agres-
1 understood the jes:, which not for a |

side by slde with “Hans I'faall,” think-

Ing that the author of the one had been
detected in the author of the other,
Although the details are, with some
sxceptions, very dissimilur, still 1 main-
tain that the geaneral fentures of the two
compositione kra nearly identical. Both
are hoaxes—although one In In & tone of
mere banter, the other of downreht
sirnest ; both hoaxen are on one sub-
Ject, astronomy ; both on the sama point
of that subject, the moon ; both professcd
to have derived exclustvae information
from & forelgn country: and both at-
tempt to give plausibllity by minyteness
of scientine detatl, Add to all this, that
nothing of a similar nuture tiad ever

| WL

wlie matters. Some of the wounded
seientista roared, byt the publle, par-
t the New York publle, tenk
tim exposure of Locke's literary vil-
lulny Just as Blr John Herschel ac-
cepted It—with a grin.

Farlier Suggestions of the Story.

As for tha inspiration of the moomn
story the record is nebulous. I1f Poe
wus renily grieved at nis first thought
that Locko had taken from him the
min imaginative ldea—that the moon
wius Inhabited—then Poe was over-
sensitive or uninformed, for that idea
ut least two centuries ol

Francis Godwin, an English bishop
nud author, who was born In 1562
and who died Just two centuries hefore
Tue Svx was first printed, wrote “The

Leesn attempted beforn these two hoaxes, | Man in the Moonc, or & Discourse of

the one of which followed Immedlately
upon the heels of the other,

Having stated the case, however, in
this form, 1 am bound to do Mr. Looke

the jJustice to gay that he denies havipg |

seen my wrticle prior to the publication
of his own; 1 am bound to add, nlse, that
1 belleva bim.

Nor can any unblassed person who
reads for purpose of comparison the
“Astronomical Discoveries” and * Hans
Ptaall" suspect that Locke based lis
hoax on the story of the Rotterdam
dehtor who blew his creditors to hits
and =alled 10 the muon in a bulloon.
Chitlk und cheese are much more nlile
than these two products of genlus,

Called It “Mere Haunter.™

a Vovage Thither by Domingo Gone-
the ESpecdy Messenger.” This
wus pubdished in London In 1638, three
svins after the author's death,

In the sune year there appearcd a
took cilled "The Discovery of a World
1 *the Moone," which conluined ar.
gumeits to prove the moon habltuble,
It was written by John Wilkins—nn
relitive of the Actitlous Puter of Pal-
toch's mtory, but a young Taglsh
mayman who dnter beeame hishop of
ter nid whio was thie first secre-
L of the Hoyn! Soclery Twa seurs
later Wilk!Ina added to hils "Discovery
aof n World” o "Discourse Concorning
the Possibility of & Passage Thither,”

Cyruno de Lergerac, he of the long

sales,

Poe may have intended to fall hack | nose and the pasglon for poetry and

upon “i style half plausible, hall ban-
tering,” as he described It, bhut there
is not the slghtest plausibility about
“Hans Ffaall" It |s as near te humor
us the greal, dark mind could get.
“More banter, as e later deseribed it
is better, ‘The very episode of the
witer, used o
wake Hans at an altitnde where even

Cleohol would freeze, In enough proof
'pointed becausa the moon stories hadd |

iIf praof at all were neeesssary, to =trip
the tale of its lust shred of verlshnill-
tide. No child of 12 would believe In
Hans, while Locke's fletitious  Dr
Grant decelved nine-tenths—the est|
mate |8 P'oe's-—of Lthose who read the
narrative of the great dolngs ot the
Cape of Good\HHope

Locke had spolled a promising tile
for Voe—who tora up the second in-
stalment of “Hans Pfaall” when he
“found that he could add wery little
to tha minute and anthentic account
of 8ir John Herschel"—but the poet
took pleasure in luter years In plek-
Ing THE Bux’s moon story to bits,

“That the public were minled, even

for on instant,” Voa declared in hie
eritleal  essay on Lacke's  writines,
“merely  proves the gross Ignoranee

which, ten or twelve Years ngo, was
£0 prevalent on astronomicnl toples”
According to Locke's own descrip-

duelling later to be tmmertalized hy
lostand, read these preducts of two
Fnglishmen's faney, and abort 1660
he turned out his foyful “Histelre
Cominque dea Filats et Emplres da la
Lame  But Bergerac had nlsp wen
inthuenced by Dante and Ly Luclan,
the latter heing the supposcd inspira-

tion wof the Tfanciful narratives of
abrlnis and Swift, 'erhaps  these
writers  infuenced Godwin und Wil-

king aleo, o the trall, zigangged apa
rnmifying, goes back to the sgecond
century, 1t s hard to indict & man
for Lelng inspired, and in the case
af the moon story there s no evidence
of plaglorism.  If *Hans Pfaall” were
ta ke compared: with Locke's story for
hoax! qualities it would only suf-
fer by the comparison. It would ap-
penr a8 tho youthful product of a
tyro ns againat the cunning work af
- artlst of wlmost deviilsh Ingenulity,

L1

The Career of Jean Nlicvollet.

I« there any doubt that tha mobn
story wAs the sola work of Iichsrd
Adiums Locke? Bo far as concerns

the record of THe Bry, the commonts |

W Lorke's Amerlean  contemporaries

atd the belief of Henfamin M, 1wy,
expressed In 1883 in & talk with Ed-
ward 1, Mitchiell, the answer must be

Hinsurance companies wall  that was
{ known and much that he himself dis-
L eovered of actuarial methods, this he-
Ing Incorporated in his letter to M.
| frutrequin on “Assurances Having for
| Their Dasia the Probable Duration of
Humun Life.” He also wrote “Mem-
oirs Upon the Measure of an Arc
of T'arallel Midway Eetween the I’ole
and the Equator” (18268) and “Course
of Mathemativa for the Use of Mari-
ners" (1830),

In 158381 Nlcollet falled In specula-
tion, loeing not only his own fortune
hut that pf others, Ie came to the
United SthAtes, arriving early in 1832,
It is probable that he was In New
York, but there is no evidence as %
the length of his stay., It is known.
however, that he wasn Impoverished
and that he was assisted by Rishop
C‘hanche of Natchez to gn on with
his chosen work--an  exploration of
the Missisasipp! and 1ts tributaries, He
VYnade astronomical and barometrical
observations, determined the geo-
graphical position and elevation of
many important points and studied
Indian lore,

The United States Government was
sn waoll pleased with Nieollet's work
that 1t sent Lin to the far West for
further  Investigutions, with Lisut.
John O, Fremont as assistant, His
| "Genlogy  of the Tpper Missdssipp]
Reglon amd of the Cretuceous 1"orma-
tion of the Upper Missouri” was one
of the results of Wis Journeye  After
thin  he tried, through letters, to re-
kiin his lost stunding in - FPrance by
reeking election to the Parls Academy
of Sciences, but he was hlackballed,
and bhroken hearted. he died In Wasli-
ington In September, 1543,

De Moargan's Notes on Nicollet,

The Engllshman who belleved that
| Nieollet was the author of the moan
| hoax wns Augustus De Morgin:, father
lof the late William De Margan,
and Wimself a distinguished

noyvelist,

His "Hudget of I'arndoxes’ @ ¢ollee-

tinn of literary curiosities and puzzles,

whiech hie had written but not ecare-

| fully assemblod, was published in 1872,

the year after his death,

Two fragments, printed separately
this volume, refer to the moon

The firat {s this:

“Some Account of the Great Astronan!-
cal 1Mspoverica lately Made by Sir
Julin Herschel at the Cape of Gool

in
Yioax,

Hopa ' ——Second Fdiuon, London,
12mo. 1846,
Thia s & curtoun hoax, evidentiy

written by i pereon versed In astronomy
sl clover at tutrodiacing probable elr-
wmistangas and undesigned colnellenves
It fest appeared in o newspaper, 1t
maker J. Hersehel dizeover men, ani-
mnls. &, In the moon, of which much
dutall 18 glven. There seema to have

the |

fon of eatrapping M. Arago, Nicollet's
especinl foo, tnta the bellef of it And
those who mnarrate this version of the
story wind up by saying that M. Arago
waa enteapped and clrenlnted the won-
ders througl Paris unt!l a letter from
Nicollet to M. Houvard explained the
hoax.

I have na personal knowledge of alther
story, but as the poor qnan had to endure
the first, it s but right that the second
ahould L told with It

The Second Fragment.

The second frugment reades as fol-
lows
“Tre Moon Hoax : or, The ) scovery That

the Moon Has u Vast opulation of

Humun I# Hy Hichard Adams

Lacke.—Now York., 15850,

Thia ¢« a reprint of tha hoax niready
mettioned. 1 suppose "H. A, Locke” is
the maune afsumed by M. Nicollet, The
publisher Informs us that when the hoax
first appenred day by duy ih o morning
newspaper the clreulation Increased five-
fold, and the paper obtained a permanent
footing., Besides this, an editlon of
a0nnn was sold off in lesa than one
montl.

This discovery was alse published un-
der tha name of A, IL Grant. Hohnke's
“Hibllotheca Aathemutlea' eonfounds
this Grant with Prof. . Grant of Glas-
gow, the author of the "History of Pliysi-
ol Astronomy,” who is neconlingly made
to gunrantes the discoveries in the moon
1 hopa Adums Locke will not merge {6
J Adams, the codiscoverer of Nep-
tiine,  Sohnke gives the titles of three
Freanch trunsiations of “Tho Moon Hoax'
1l Paris, of one at Bordenux and of Ital-
fan transiations at Marma, Palermo and
Milan,

A correspondoent
fully master of detndls,
given at length, infornia ma
Moo Hoax " frst appeared 110 Toe New
Yok Svy, of wileh It A Taowoke wns e -
ter, 1L wa mineh resembied i story then
recently publishied by Hdgur A. Poe In
A Saithern paper, "Adventures of Hana
Plasll™ that wome New York jeurnale
putilished the two slile bWy side, Mre
Law ke, when he left The New Youk Suw
started another paper and discoversd the
mianuscript of Mungo Park, but this 44
nnt decelve  Tur SvN, Nawever, ocon-
thaued ite carecr and hnd w great suc-
coxs tn W oaccount of b balloan vovee
from Englard to Amerlea In geventy-
five hours by Mr. Monck Mason, Mr
Harriann Alosworth and others,

TN

,

whn {s  evidently
whish he lins

that “The

Credits It 1o Nicollet.

1 have nn doubt that M, Nlsojlst nps
thoe nuthor of “T'he Moon Howx," wiit-
ton A s oway which marks the prie
tiaed ol atory astronoiner bes ond a!

doult, and by evidence seen in the most
mathematicinn. He was professor of | mipute details.  Nicollett hud sn s
mathematics ot Uulversity  Colloge, | to Kurop I aupross (hat he taak FPhar s
Liendon, ot the time the m.u.-u]-mr_\- arnd mnde 1o Lusis for Wis ow
pamphiet frst appearsd In Ypelund, | Mreo Locke, it would scem, when T at

tempted A
not kucceed

fabiriention for himsolf, did
In his remark that “there secms to
liave been a Mrench edition, the orig-
inal Augustus Iw Morgin wus un-
donbtedly misled. for every Yrenct
nuthority consultalile agrees that 1he
story was fipst printed i
|“I'he M. Arago whom De Morgan lwe
Heves Nlcollet mought to entrap
Dominigue Frangols Avngno, the ¢ole-
ieated amteanomer.  In 1830, 48 o pe-
ward for his many nceomplishments
ha was made perpetual seceetary
the Parin Academy of Eelenros
in the following year —thy nf
' Nienlot's  fall  from W
¢lovid to the Chumber of Deputies
Ad to the Intlmation that Armgo
wia really misled Ly the moon story,

nf
nned
venr
1 2Tl

ondly, that he was a protege of Laplace, |
Nicollet was bornn at Clusesa, in 8a- | and of the Pollgnac party, and nlso an |
That after the Keviolu- |

Ty Sy |

wie |

It Is unlikely. W, N. Griggs. & oon.
temporary of Locke, losista In a me-
| moir of that journalist that the narm.
tive wua read by Arago to tha mem-
bers of the Academy and was recelvad
| with mingled denunciation and laugh-
ter, But hoaxing Armgo In i matter
'of astronomy would have been a di*-
cuit feat, Burely the discrepant s
pointad out by Poe would have twer
noticed tmmediately.

Mueh of It Technienl,

It is, however, sasy to understun!
De Morgan's belief that Nicoliet wis
the author of the moon story. My
of the narrative. particulurly 1a g
which have here bean omitted, - i ¥
| up of techniealities which ool |
come ouly from the pen of o aun
versed In the Intricacies of astion
val sclence. It seems unlikely
Locke, clever student though te wos
could have eet down these
fdemonstrutions entirelv from
knowledge of astronomy. Thiv aar
not put into the story to Inter st =
readors, for they ara fur over t o]
| man's head, but for the pour
adding verlsimilitude to s vt !
strippod of the technleul rripnine
would have been pretty hald

It was plain 1o De M o0t
Nleollet was one of the few
In 1585 who could have woo 1
sclentitie fabrie in which the ot
disgulsed. It was al=o g
him that Nicollet, jealous of ¢
larity of Arago, might
maotive for launching n sarirs
hoax. And then there wo
presence in America at (he |
moon  atory’'s publleation, ™
knowindge of English and ™
poverty. The colncldences ira
esting If nothing mora

bl

L}

French Comments on the MMosn

Hoax,
Let s saes what the 1'%
abonut Nicollet and the st
to THE BUN from "a ted
mian inmedigtely from S0
+ sketch of Nicollet
"Blographie  Universel:
Parle, 18841, the following &

There has been ntiributel
articls which appeared
nupiore of Franece, and wiileh
of a lotter dnted from the !
Npvake of an improvement =
nvonted by the eirncd
Hermchel, who was the
Good Topa. Tt hans
with' mueh probabt]
Nienllet

With i owf
vrovement Hersohel
Wave suceeoded (n orlls
ugrface of tn {
ngs of variode hindy
of other (Hteresting thing
of thios
id emploved by thy
omer o attaln h

W mnd covered

4

the

HGT

objests wia *

IO skilfullv i
genoru] public was siaita
noutceinent of the dis
North America hastenod *
WL A\

1t has even been
amtropomers and phy ol e
woera nken foar e
hurdaly probabin to
to pereeive that
n oy oa

My

ry

|

AT
The *Nouvelle
Puris, 1882)

The |

savE of >

ey
Y Ol Just
11 180K on the
minde by Hersclis) ot
Hopa
Cruet, conslsteng

have svritten down the
e pbion mnd vt of ¢
Wenh thadt pvor ganoufed t
(TR} v W
Wity ar
he 1renclt blograplior »
that 1t was "n
earned und o e
*orinin it is that Nioe ot
! of the monn stor o
r wrola mueh 7
The calonbintior J 2l
Aeetfon might bt

slory

4 possthle thint,

houx %

e
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